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Dear Frfends:

FaLl ls always a busy seascn. Our orogram of activtties brLngs nany new
friends to lfeadquarters, and several cutstand.ing lead.ers in the fielils cf
Phitosophy, Con¡parative Re1ig1on, Psycholo,gy and Esthetics have appeared ot:
Dr. Drahe's Workshop Programs. I'Ie ru'-,qht mention Dr.lIous¡en Sruith, who is
Professor of Phíl.osophy at the i,lassachusetts Institute o:f Technolo:y. Ðr.
Smtth is especíaL1y concerned. with tlre nreaning of re}igion and is eertainly
Ín a rnost strateglc positÍon to reaeir those slncerely seeking a unlon of
Science and. ReLfgion.

l{e a].so presented. Dr. Kieffer Frantz, who ga,ve a }Iorkshcp on c. J. Jungts
Cohce¡rt of PsychoJ-ogical Tpes . 7.erllras represented Õn our Fall IÍsting
by l{akuun Yasutani Roshle wlro hotd.s hlgh credentials in Japan and has pub-
lished. five volumes of coÍ&lentaries cn Zen KoB.Tt.

So you.see thin,gs,movê along and. we are tr;'ing tc maintain a stronr; and.
constructive positÍcn in a urorld. suffering from confusfon and. coraprcnise.

The ÞxhÍbit cf 0rientaL Fabrlcs in cur Library during the month of October !Þs
especially outstand.in,;, This is a splend.id field. for a person seelting a

fascinating hobby, that d.oes nct need to be ex¡rensive,
or requlre extensíve st,rra¡Ie space. I,lhile I was in
Tokyo, f saw a d.lspla.¡r. in tlre National Þluseum, and
later in liyoto I visited. the SÍl]t lrhtseum. Both of
these world-famous ilrstitutions presen'b fabrj-cs Ín
the forrc cf sv¡atches, that Ís, smal} pi.eces beauti-
ftrl-ly nratted and d.eseribed.

Well- sel-ected fragrnents of fair slae shos¡ the cl"etails
of ihe orirílnal- naterial and. feature a na,jor elenent
of the <lesii:n. These swatclres ean be of any slze
tliat, is convenient or procurable. I,Ie favor pleces
approximately lJ:<Il+". They can be kept in albums,
rnounted und.er plastic sheets in loose-Ieaf bind.ers,
or in the case of an es1:ecial-ly d.ramatic e:iam¡le,
can be franed. ard. hrng cn the wall. They ane as
attractlve as buyin;; prints or paÍntings, ancl" can i:e
selected. to har¡nontze w:ith any d.ecor



Contrfbutorst BuLJ.ctfn - October f968 (Bage a)

NearLy every cu1tu¡e has developed. specíal texttle techniques. Some early
pleces such as those frorn dlrnastic Eg¡r1pt, or amonq the Coptic people of North
Âfrica, a,re râ,re. Good. speclmens of old. Pemvian 'bextiles ¿re extremel-y scarce,
and ùhe appllque work of the Àfnu peopLe of Northern Japan is now d.iffícuLt
tc find..

FoIk Art is a wonderf\rL source of prinltfve d.es5-gn. Ihe natwaL d,yes give a
rlch and mel.Iorr qr:ality. /r rJood. fielcl for such a coLLectfo¡l is the cottcn
fabrics of OkÍnawa. Some of the peasant cLothing of Japan, Korea and. South
ChJ-na, the nagnlflcent rnatcrÍals of lhaÍland., fnilia, Burrns, and. Near Eastern
Groups, are fasci.nå,tlng in 'their textures and. orna,nentations.

Flne exanpl-es of old. fabrics turn up in the most une4pected, places. I have
found. some outstanding iterns in rr¡nma,ge sal.es for charlty, second.-hand. shotrls,
Church baza¿rs and. the like. Most art d.ealers speciaLlzing in hand.lcrafbs from
ItlorthernrEastern or Southern Europe, can arråJrge to seeu¡e sflatches fron Europe.
Old, rnaterlal-s can also be found. 1n the clothlng eg rûU'orteiL d.oLls, tabJ.e runners,
wa1Ì hangings, and. eve¡r dresses and. purse6. The hcbby ie most intrigulng and.
can l-earl to a stud.y of prircitive weaving, embroid.ery and. appllque. lhe synrboLlsn
ls flequently of interest to students of reLiglon and phi}osophy. There are vcry
few who can resist the sheer beauty of old hand.-rnade roaterials. Íhey are wond,er-
fi¡.} conversation items, and coLlections hclp to preserve fragmente that are
rapÍil.ly d.i sapBearlng .

Speaklng of fabrlcs, thc Collectlon of the
Philosophical .Research Soclety has been enriched.
b¡¡ a remarhable exa,nrple of Tlbetan embroidery. It
is the eover of a Cerqncnial ljmbrel].a earrled. above
the head. of Ills Serene I'Ic1iness, the XIIIth Dalai
I¿ma of fibet. 'Ihis remarkabLe ercample of Tfbetan
handicraf'b is one of a pair, formerly in the col-
lection of þtÍss Grace lüÍchoLson of Fasadena, Cal-i-
fcrnfa. The other umbrel].a cover Ís nor,r in the
I'î¡seum at Nevarir, I'lew Jersey.

The cover is entire3.y composed. of overLappirì¡g pea-
cock feathers, worked ln naturaL coLors, 0reen
pred,orninateso but the "eye" ln each feather Ís very
brilliantly represented.. The d.la¡neter of the cover
ls approximately 6', and. the enbroiclered plumes
radiate from a central openlng through which the
pole of the umbrella protrud.ed..

there fs an exceLlent reason for the use of peacock feathers ae s¡roùoIs of
Ðlvine protection. fhey are assocÍated witb l'Þha-Fh.yura, the peacoek d.eity
who is usuaLl-y represented riding on this bfrd.. Á,s the name su43gests, l,lefla-
MaSnrra Ís assocíated ¡aith tvtraha-Ifaye, the ¡rother of tsudd.Ìra. Sor¿e hoJ.d. the pea-
cock God.d,ess to be the d.elflcatton of l4aha-I"reya. 'ftre peacock ltse].f fs a
devcurer of pcísonous serpents and. is therefore a protector of the Dalai Lø,nø.
Ttre many "eyes" !n the bírd.'s tail-feathers signify protection against all
secret eviLs. This Ceremonlal tlnbreLla was presented to the Soclety by an
ínterested friend..
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In cr¡r ûpen Î{ouse on 0ctober lJth, we featured a d.iscussion of Japanese F}ower
"Arrangernent, wtrÍch lncLud.ed. exa.riçIes of the technlclues used.. $Ie were fortunate
Ín having the services of lrbs. i'turieL L. (Rtsat) *terrelt-. Her skil-l ws.s appre-
clated. by many friend.s who beLieve in the estheti-c prÍnciptes of thls art as it
is practÍced by the Japanese Schools. On this cccasion we also exhiblted. in mrr
tlbrary (for tfre day only) rare and love1y o1d. bcoks arrd. manuscripts d.ealing
ç'ith this art. It r.ras custonary in oldcr tfmes fcr i'dasters of Fl-ower Ârrange-
ment to present special vclumes, usually hand.-vritten and. Íl"Iustrated, to thefr
favorite pupils ô,s a special tcken of esteem. The Society has a nrunber cf these
beautif\¡l rnanuscript s .

fhc $ovenrber Ðrhibit in our Library ¡1111 be d.evoted to a series of 2l+ Scrolls
showing episod.es ln the llfe of the celebrated. Budd.hÍ.st Teacher St. Ilonen.
fhÍs rernarkable man was an outs'bancLing Oriental Ì.ffstic ancl hls ].Ífe has been a
sourcê óf inspiration and cons-olatioh to raiÏllons of hld foll'cmerìs fcr over 7OO
years. I,lhen Honen wÐ,s a snaLl boy, his father was cruelly rnurdered.. On hls
deathbed he aÀrnonished. bis scn tc forg.ive the assassÍns, ard. to pray ever for
the salvation of alL that lives, üven the slayers of his own father. It is
quÍte understand.abLe that these circurnstances prcfoundly impressed" a natural.Ly
sensitive and. id.ealistic child, and. turncd. _hfun to a reJ-Ígf-ous Llfe. St. lfoncn
had a long nuinlstry and. llved^ to his BObh year. I{e passed out of this Life
recltíng a prayer'io ånri.cla Budd.ha, and su¡rounded by his çSrieving d.iscipJ.es.
fhe pictures Ln the ExhÍbit are about 2O0 years old. and. show rnan¡r scenes fron
the career of Honen, and. miracles associated. with hlrn. There are also items
deaLing wlth veneratlon for .{nida and. palntlngs of the Western Paradise.

The Ðeeember Þrhibi-t w.ilL be devoted. to outstand.ing exarnpLes of Christian
Religious Art and. wilÌ includ.e several very rare items not previously dÍsp}ayed.
I?tÍs E::dribit ut'Í}} be d.iseussed. in greater d.etail in the Ðecember issue of cur
Contributors I Bu-lLetin.

As our spa,ce ls runníng out, we nust }eave some ner'¡s for the next issue, which
wtll feature a speclaL Chrlstmas l.,fêssaße. Ycu wil"l rro'be that !¡e are incl-wling
a f\rther list of frnportant Boolts. l,Ie can supply these fanilLiar Cl.assics, and
orders pJ"aced. with us also assist in the flnancing of orrr projeets.

f968 he,s becn'a¡r important year, nnrkeô with unusuaL progress ån most areas of
our activttles. For the heJ.p and. support of our numerous friend.s, wÊ a,re pf,o-
foundly gratef\rL. The enlargement of our sphere of usefulncss has been made
possfble through your hclp and. encouragement. W sÍ.ncere greetings to you aLL.

Gratefully yours,

A NON-PROFIT ORGANTZATION, FOUNDED IN 1934, DEDICATED To THE DIsSBMTNATIoN oP UsEFUL KNo\SLBDGB
IN THE FIELDS OF PHILOSOPHY, COMPARATM RELIGION, AND pSyCHOLOcy
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sPECI4t NgrrCE FRoM OUR pOOK pEPARTMEDIT

Â nu¡rber of important and. scholarly volunes in our field.s of lnterest are non
avaÍlab1e in attractive a¡ld. accurate reprints. Most of those listed here are
includ.ed. in l4r. Hal1's List of recormrend.ed. read.ing and. have long been rare and.
out of print. To these have been add.ed. seLeeted works by outstand.ing modern
authors. Íhe Contributorsr Bulletin will list more books in its next issue,
so be sure to read. thls page earefully.

Hodson, Geoffrey
James, hI.
James, I,rI.

Jung, C. G.
Jung, C. G.
Jung, C. G.
Jung, C. G.
Kilner, llalter J.
Levi
Lloyd, S.
Maspero, Gaston
Mead,
Mead,
Mead,
Mylonas, G. E.
Neuman, E.
Par.n¡els & Bergier
Phylos
Potter, C.
Robinson, J. M.
Ross, N.lt.
Shepard
Scholem
WilheLm, R.
Seznec
Spence, Lewis
Suzuki
ltrcci
UnderhilL, EveLyn
I'lalsh, J.
I'Iaite, Arthur
Irlaite, Arthur
trrlaite, Arthur
lfaite, Arthur
I,Iaite, Arthur
hloodroffe, Sir J.
I,loodroffe, Sir J.
lloodroffe, Sir J.

KINGDOM OF fl{E GODS
ESSAYS ON FAITH & MORALS
VARIETTES OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE
ALCHE¡'ÍICAL STUDIES
FREUD & PSYCHOANALYSIS
MODERN MAN IN SEARCH OF A SOUL
STRUCTUR,E & DYNAMICS OF TI{E PSYCHE
TÏ{E HI,]MAN AT'LìA
AQUARIAN GOSPEL
ART OF 'TI{E ANCIENT NEAR EAST
POPT]Ij,R S'IOììIES OF ANCIENT EGYPT
DID JESUS LIVE lOO B.C.?
FRAGMENTS OF A FAITH FORGOTTEN
APOT,LONIUS OF TYANA
ELEUSIS
ART & CREATIVE UNCONSCIOUS
MORNING OF TIIE I.'ÍAGICIANS
DI,IELLER ON II^¡O PI"ANETS
LOST YEARS O}' JESUS
PAGAN CHRISTS
THREE T^IAYS OF ASIAN T^IISDOM

THE CANDLE OF VISION
ON THE KABBAI.AI{ & TTS Sn"ÎBOLISM
SECRET 0F ]ÏtE GOLDEN FLCI,IER
SURVIVAL OF THE PAGAN GODS
TTTE HÏSTORY OF ATIJ,NTTS
TRAINÏNG OF A BIJDDHI ST MONK
TIBET
},ffSTICISM
SPIRITUALITY HROUGH TI{E CENTURTES
]T{E HOLY GRAIL
TT{E HOLY KABBAIÁH
BROTHER}TOOD O}' 'THE ROSY CROSS
PICTORIAI, KEY TO THE TAROT
HERMETIC & ALCHEMICAL I^IORKS OF PARACELCUS
SERPENT POIIER
SHAKTI AND SHAKTA
1}IE GREAT LIBERATION
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G.R. S.
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These Books may be ord.ered. directly from The Philosophical Research Society, Ine.,
add.ress on first page. Please aÃd,2ró for ha¡rôl_Íng on oqd.ers of }ess ttran $5.00.(Sates Tarc shouLd. be inc}¡ded by cätifornia resid.ents)


