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,Ilcar Frlend.s:

As nan¡r of you my al.rcady knor, I n¡d.c a shorA
trlB to Ja¡nn thts Sprlng, arrlrrlng ln lok¡ro on
lrtry lct. lhc trip rac arctrcmoly successftrl-, and,
tbrougb tbc coopcratLon of Ja¡nncsc frlcnds, I
ras able to fi¡ltilL n¡r chertshed, d.eslrc to vlglt
lrlt. Ko¡ra. I hopc to prc¡nrc an a¡'tf.cle for orr
Jor¡rn¿I d.eal.lng rttb this amzing pLaccr as therc
sêcna to be very LittLe lnfortatlon avaflabLc ln
hgllsh, except for ¡n arbleJ.e that appeareð ln
thc Natlonal Gcographle lhgazlne ln L9L2.

lc naôc the trlp frø l(yoto by autøobllc and. arrivcd, at !¡tü. Koya fn approxlnately
four hor¡re . Itatll reeently vleítors nadc use of a cabLc c&r to reach the stmit.
Nor, horevcr, tbene Ls a ncr tolL road, nhlcb vtrd.s ln ard. otrt along the cdgeg of
prccipLtous clfffs. ThLÊ road na.kes Lt posslble to reach the twr¡ of Ko¡ra ltself
by autæobLle, and. drirrc close to some of the nore prmLnent tenples.

l,fb. Ko¡ra or KoyOsan sê@a to b¿ve been na¡ned. fron the ko¡¡a-makl, en unbrella flr tree,
nhich reaches a helght of frm fifby to sbrty-flve feet. These trccs ningle nith the
larger er¡rbonerias, nblch grou to over LOO fect tall ar¡d. gome of rhleh are seld to be
35 feet Ln d,Laneter. In thc nfd.st of a êensc forest runnlng along the cregt of ldt.
Ko¡ra are the eacred. mor¡astaries of the Shlngon'Sect. I'lre top of the mor¡rrtaln is 1n
the forn of an f.rregu}ar plateau, about tro nlJ.es long. lffth ¿ tLttte lnaginatlon
tt 1s possf.ble to llken the plateau to a lotus fLorer rlth eight petal-s. In the
depresslon fomlng the center of the pJ.ateau, are the tenples of thlg erbraord.Lnary
rellglous emunity. In the ttays of lts glory tt is said. that l¡Îb. Ko¡¡a contained.
nearLy ten thousancL glltterlng temples, and. a poprrlatfon of ninety thousand. monks and.

acol¡rbes. Today, however, onl,trf a fw of the anclent builcl.ir¡gs remal.n. I'hese, Jarge
and. snÊLI, number about 250. At one tlne the priests were red.ueed. in ntrnber to J.ess
than lOO, but ln recent yearÍ¡ Ko¡¡asan has had a strong revlval and. there are nor nany
new builcHr¡gs, lnclud.lng a UnÍversity, a Senior lIlgh SchooL ancl a Clolster Scbool.

Koyasan t¡¿s been rrarf.ousl.y cmpared. rlth the Monastar¡r of the Greek ffihod.ox Chr:reh
at ldb. Athos, the Acropolis of Athens, the Vatican at Rone and. the VaLh¿LLa of Norse
ld¡bhology. It shor¡ld. al-so be mentioned. that lt contains an outstancl.ing collection
of Sacred. Art, includ,lng nrmerous Nation¿I Treasr¡res of the Japanesc fuplre. Through



Contrlbutorsr Btrlletln - ¡nge 2.

tbe gr¿clous ¡rernissl.on of the fupcror Saga, Ko¡rasan reg estebHsbed. as tbc prlnclp¡L
seat of the Shtngon Sect by tbe Vãncrablc-Prlcst Kobo D¡l¡hl ln 816 A.D. It ls
cloeely associated. rlth hts llfcrand. bLr l¡þ,r¡soJ.er¡n Lg Locateð a¡ddlst tbc ¡nefent
trees of !'1b. Koya.

Beyond, questlon, the nost a,uzlng featr¡re of Koyresan is lte Seeropolis. It crterd's
a1óng tüe principaf rfage of l¡fb. Ko¡ra for e ctistance of one and. a halP niLce . Actual-Iy
tt bórders-c pl.casant road. tb¿t lea,tl.s frm tbe tor¡r of Ko¡¡a to the lonb of Kobo Dalshl.
Both gid.es of the road, are l-lned. rltb the fanllter pagod.a-sbapc¿ Buddhtst mcmorlal
stones. Thcy a:re as cl-ose together as ls pbyelcally possibler and, extcnd back on

both sld.ee oi the thorougbfare for 2OO-3OO feet. It is ertrenely ctlffict¡lt to photo-
€freph thts City of the Dead., becausc of tbe heavy shade cast by tbe great trecs. ÍÌtc
largert of the ancient monr¡nents Ie 28 feet ln helght, stard.lng on a found.ation l2
feet square. It p,s raisecl 1n the Tenth Ccntury by one of tbc greet Mtnemota Sbogun.
Iritera]-ly tens of thousands of great ca.nred. stoncs vere brought up tbe 6teêp P¿tbt
rrhich {n ancient tl^nes rag the only my of rcachlng the sr.lmlt, êd ln at least one

ceôc progtess res l{n{ted. to three Ínches a day, and. the settlng up of thc tøb
actual.J¡¡ reguLrcd. scver¡l ¡rcarE.

Nearly cvery lu¡lortent na¡oe ln Japanesc htstory has a monument at !¡tt. KoSrc and'

ucuatty amè sn¡H lnrt of the ashsg of thc dcceased, person b¡s been placed. ln
this ccnetery, to bc ag close as posslble to the tonb of the great Salnt. It Ís
lntcrestlng, for. exa4lle, that on tbLs mor¡ntcln Ls a monr.uent to tþe assassinr_ the
n¡n be assasainated, snit thc nn rtro executed the assêgsln. Nor aIL tbrce llc buried.
togcther among the mocs covèred. nonunents at Ko¡rcoan. lere there ane no longer
fricnils nor cncmLesr'but aLL sleep togctber r¡nd.er the benevolent care of Kobo
Dalehl's splrtt.

As nay bc expccted., the ccmctery at l¡tb. Kolre b¡s ccac ln thc coursê of tinc to be
coqlJ.etel,y fllled end. nor c ner road. bae been opencð paralleLfng thc anclent avenue
and. Joining tt beforc reachlng Kobo's tcrnb. À1or¡g thls ner road. nany monr¡mentg have
alrerd¡r bcen bulltr sd I notlced. several ln the coursc of eetu¿L congtrtrctlon.
Stone cuttlng 1s d.one on the site. Ítre sorkncn first erect a tent of rhitc cloth,
r¡¡rd.er lhich they carry on thclr congtnrctLon rork, lncJ.uding ectual cculpturing.

.âdnenctng along the nain road., tbe ptlgtin or visitor crosses tbrce DÊrror brlfues,
cmlng final-J.y to a l,tcmoriel IIaIt ln the cenctery. llrls haIL Ls d.ecoratcd. on thè
lnsld.e rlth rors of lanterns, errberding fræ floor to ceillngr and, al-so suspcnd.ed.

frø thc lnsld.e to tbc roof. 1'lre Lanterna ere Ët, but thc snaLL flanes provid.e
only a gIø ln the darkncss. Ítre effect is nost f.u¡rresslrrc.

falklng arorncL bchlnô thts brrtlðlng, one st¡nd.¡ tn the presence of thc l¡husolcun of
Kobo DalshL. It tc ¡ snall etnrcture, nor conce¿lcd. by e decoratlve roodcn scrêGn,
¡o th¿t the ectr¡¡I cntraaee to the lonb ls not rrLslbLe. Once a yca'r nsr robeg a,rc
placcd. on the tøb, for 1t ls bcllencd. tbst l(obo D¡lsbl rag burleð aLLvc and, h¡s
bccn sittfng 1n ncd.ltatlon 1n bls tøb for norc th¡n a thous¿r¡d. y€¡trs.

Slnce tbe ncr road b¿s been opcneð, lt is only a nattcr of tlne bcfore Ko3raean rlJ.l
beconc part of tbe nod,crn rorld. I'hfs rrlll not nakc a great cl'lffcrcncc, horever,
for cven nou falthfuL Buùtthlets of nany d.cnølnatlons J.ook forse¡'d, to thc lpirltual
consolatlon of Jointng Ln ðuc tlne the m¡-ltitr¡d.e that sleepg in thc sbådc of the
eneicnt treeg.

lhcrc a¡c no hotelc at Ko¡osan, no't cvon a netlrrc lrur, but norc th¡n flfty tcryJ-cs
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can proviôc l.crilslnge for those rho ¡rc rfl*l:tng
to sharc thc stn$lc fare of the rcliglors
cwtrnity. VLsLtors are cncoragcd. to sperrl
tro or tbree d,ays on tbe nountain, 8o tbrt thcy
can atter¡d. the carly nornlng reJ-lgÍous servLccs
and, epend. sonc leisure tLme vicçlng tbc trcasures
in the TcqlLe lfr¡scr¡ns. ActualJy, thc bcst rey
to see the Ko¡rae¡n tre¡sures ls to walt wttll-
thcy are ê¡ùlbttcal ¡nrbllc1y ln Tokyo or Kyoto,
bccause at !dt. Koya only a fæ can bc seen at
a,ny one ti.ne. l'he clinatle condLltLon ls unfavor-
abLe for ancl"cnt rorks of artr so thcy are kept
securety Backed any for thc greater ¡nrt of the
]têer.

IScarIy aJ-3. Japanegc Br¡cld.blsts vcncr¿te Kobo DalshL an¿ a snÊIt folðer lesu€d. ¡t
Ko¡ncan rcprf.nts the vm of thts salntþ uen: "As Long ¡s therc Ls e¡nce, rs Long
es tbcre 1o ¡ Llvlng bcfng tbercin, and. as ì.ong as there Ís Supreoc Happfncrl to
bc attaincd', 4y volr-to gut¿c rbCLL not be Gxhaustcd'."

In lûay ï€ eooperated. rlth !h. fanoo @fta in arrcnglr¡g ¡ specf.al. cxhiblt of Japanese
Art at Ðana Fark, Barston, Celifor.nia. So far a,s re can barn, thc cxh{bltlon -
nhlch ras sponsored, by gcveral civic and. cducatlonal gtoups of San Barna¡tllno, fnyo
a¡rcl Mono Cor¡ntles - rag the flret of lts kincl. ln the area. Itrê c:chibltlon tts very
veLL rceclved. ad. young peopl.e took a great Lntcrest in thc d.olls, fabrlcs, nLnlature
Lvory carvlngs and. cxamplcs of old..Iapanese colns.

By the tlne yotr reeeLva thte BtrLLetin, ny new book ADYENTUAES Iil U¡IDffiSTAI{DING
rrÍIL be árrailable and. can be ordtered for imned.i¡te il.eLivery. The vohrme contaLns
tbe notes of elght lectr¡res. lle have had nunerous requests that these notes bc nade
ar¡allable for home stud.y. ftrls book considere üÞny practical problems rhich re must
alL face in eneryilay livtng, antl. sr:ggests nays to fnprove otrr re].atlons rlth other
peoplc and. our adJustments vÍth tife Ín general. fhis is an especially ett'ractive
gift book beeause of its sinple a¡rd. d.irect approach to situatlons ancl cond.itions
nearly everyone Ïres to meet.

As it appeers tlr¿t se are reachtng the enct of our al-lotted. space, rrc rilL close
this letter with kind.est regard.e to you all, and most sincere ¿trtprecl.etion for ¡¡or
help and. encoura€ement through the years.

A}rays most slncerely,

4* r

.a NoN-pRoFIT oRcANtzATIoN, FoUNDED IN 1934, DrlDrc rED To THB DIssEÀfINATIoN oF USEFUL KNo\TLBDGE

IN THË FIELDS OF PHILOSOPHY COMPARÂTM :{liì ¡GION, ,A r¡D PSYCHOLOGY
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SPECIAT I{O8TCE trROM OI'R BOOK DEPARTME¡ÍI

A nunber of inportant and scholarly r¡oli¡mes in our field.s of fnterest are norr
avallable Ln attractive ancl aceurate reBrlnts. Most of those Ilstcd. berc are
lnclr¡d.ed. 1n l¡F. IIaLL's llst of recorurencled. rcadlng and. have long been rare and.
out of print. fo these have been adðed seLectcd. rorks by outsta,nd,lng nod.crn
authors. I'be Contrlbutors' Bull-etin rl11 llst edd.ltlona]. books in firture Íesues.
Be eure to read thls ¡nge earefully.

Tltles (contlnued.)

Structr¡re & Dyna,nlcs of thc Psyche
Studtcs ln the !¡fiðd.le l{ay
Sun Slgns
S¡¡nboJ.lc & thc ReaL
Synbols of Trangforoatfon
Secrct of tbe Gold,cn F].æc¡r
Scrlous CeL[ to e Dcvout & Eoly Ltfc
9ccrct DoctrÍne, VoLs. I ar¡d. II
Stanz¿s fron Dz¡ran
larot
lablc of, Hou¡es
lll-Shang lbn-llng P' lcn
Îao Te Ching
llreetn¡n O¡eulcrn Brltannlcr¡n
lbcology of Early Grcck Phllosophcrs
Íhls l,lan Fro lebanoa
llrree Pl-IL¡rs of Zen
three llays of Aslan lflsilcn
Tlbet
Tlbct Book of thc Dcad
lnfalnlng of a 7æn Buddhist Mor¡k
lwo Essays on Analytlcal Psyehology
If¡e Tarot of the Boheniang
I'his Unlvcrse of S¡nce
Vcrltlee of Reltglous Þc¡nrlence
Volce of the Sllcnee
lfaÍte's Cmpend.lun of l{atal' Astrology
lland.ercr, The
Ifcstern Psychotherapy ard. Eind.u Sadhane
I{rltlngs of WlLLlan Ja,mes
Yoga, Tbe Systcm of FatanJal-i
Yor¡r Place in the Stqrs
AppollonÍus of grana
Aquarlan GospeJ. of Jesus Chrlet
Did. Jesus l¡ive 100 B.C.
ùrcI].er on 1\¡o PLancts
Ea,rbh God.s, Íhc
Fragments of a Falth Forgotten
HoJ-y Grall, Tlre
EoLy l(abbal¿h

These Books nay be ord.erd. cllreetly fron The Phllosophlcal Rescarch Soclety,
address on flrst pagg. Please aÅÅ.25ö for h¿nd.J.lng on ord.ers of lese than $5
(Satcs ta¡r ehou.ld. be fnclud.ed by Californla rcsLd.ents).
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