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Dear Friend:

Soon after my arrival in Tokyo, a Japanese friend officially pre-
sented me with a red hat. It is an ancient belief of the country that
it is an auspicious event when a person completes his 60th year, for
he has come to the end of the major astronomical cycle made up by com-—
bining the twelve zodiacal animals with the qualities of the five ele-
ments. The, completion of this cycle signifies the beginning of a new
life. Some, who lack a proper reverence for the occasion, suggest
that the red hat signifies the beginning of second childhood. 1In any
event, the Japanese look forward with keen anticipation to receiving
this festive headgear. There is a general family gathering, with
the decorated newly born member seated in the place of honor. Friends
drop in to express their felicitations, and it is assumed that cer-
tain honors and benefits of a practical nature accompany the ritual.
Once the red hat has been bestowed, the proud possessor thereof can
do no wrong. He must be catered to and indulged in every way pos-
sible. The young look upon him with reverence, and the elderly accept him into the number
of the living patriarchs. His advice is sought on all important occasions, and it is as-
sumed that he shall be encouraged to gratify all small whims and desires. He can sit in
the sun in his garden to his heart's content, experiencing while yet alive some of the an-
cestor worship that is to be bestowed upon him after death. While I hardly hope that my
red hat will elevate me to a state of infallibility, I am reproducing herewith a little
gnapshot that will indicate the distinctive shibui quality of this headgear.

In making reservations for my trip, I arranged to be in Kyoto for the opening day of
the Gion festival. This festival, officially known as the Gion Matsuri, was instituted
in the 9th century A.D. by the high priest of the
Yasaka Shrine as a petition to the gods for relief
from a terrible pestilence that was devastating
the region. Immediately after the first proces-
sion, the plague abated. The ceremony belongs to
the Shinto faith, and extends for more than a week.
The most important feature of the Gion Matsuri is
a parade through several of the principal streets
of Kyoto on the morning of July 17th. For many
days, the floats to be used in this parade are in
the process of decoration. The floats themselves
are preserved from year to year, but the shrine-
cars, as they are called, are annually purified by
an elaborate ceremony at the Shijo Bridge that
spans a river flowing through the center of the
city. After they have been duly purified, the floats are decorated most elaborately with
rare embroideries, brocades, tassels and banners, and each is large enough to carry from
a dozen to twenty persons.

My hotel was located at the corner of Kawaramachi Dori and Oike Dori. It is at this
corner that the parade makes a sharp left turn, which presents a considerable engineering
problem., From a window in the hotel, I was able to watch the maneuvering of the huge




portable towers featured in the festival. The towers are top-heavy, and it requires a
great deal of skill to prevent them from turning over. It was raining, as is customary
at the time of this festival, but in spite of this, more than a million persons assembled
to watch the most impressive sight.

Although Kyoto is a city of a million and a half people, with heavy traffic conges-
tion and a maze of overhead telephone and electric wires, the procession was so carefully
handled that there was scarcely an interruption in the busy life of the city. In any
event, the Japanese would never, under any conditions, sacrifice a festival to efficien-
cy. The crowds were orderly and courteous, due perhaps to the religious nature of the
occasion., The night before the parade, the entire Gion area was 1lit with countless
taper lanterns. All the small shops, cafes, restaurants, and stalls along the street
presented a festive appearance, and music and singing could be heard throughout the night.
Even now the Gion Matsuri is believed to protect the city from all those evils that re-
sult from neglect of divine concerns.

From October 3rd through November 28th, our library ex-
hibit will feature the works of Mr. Anatole Efimoff. We re-
ﬁ member with pleasure his wonderful paintings of the "Forbid-

3 ’ -
‘.',:,.‘

den City" of Peking, and now he brings us another fine series,
this one made in Tahiti and other islands of the Society
Group in 1964. These paintings are outstanding, not only as
examples of artistic technique, but in the unusual stories
they tell of 1life in the South Pacific. Mr. Efimoff has a
wonderful ability to select things of interest, unusual per-
sons and places, and splendid landscapes that reveal the

soul of Tahiti and the surrounding areas.

The December art exhibit (December 5—19), "Bird Themes in Oriental Art," will show
birds of many kinds against colorful backgrounds of branches and boughs. In both paint-
ing and woodblock technigque, there is a depth of feeling for these living creatures that
reveals much of the basic psychology of the Japanese people. Buddhism has made them
keenly aware of the universal life and the kinship that exists between man and the feath-
ered creatures around him. This is a mood exhibit, to bring peace, pleasure, and insight
to the viewer.

Something new at our headquarters this fall is a Workshop in the Theory and Prac-
tice of Philosophical Psychology and Analysig" to be conducted by Dr. Henry L. Drake on
November 12th and 13th. There will be three 24-hour sessions, in which the theory of
philosophical psychology and analysis will be explained and its therapeutic practicality
demonstrated. This is a new approach to the theory and practice of psychotherapy, di-
rected toward understanding the meaning of man and asisting him in the dynamic expres-
sion of his full potential. Interested persons are invited to write or phone our So-
ciety for a detailed folder describing the Workshop.

This year it has been decided to have the Fall Festival on the first Sunday in No-
vember (Nov. 7th). Many friends look forward to these occasions as opportunities to
meet old friends and make new ones, enjoy the delicious luncheon prepared by the Hospi-
tality Committee, browse through the gift shop, with its many unusual treasures and beau-
tiful Christmas cards, visit the library exhibit, and examine the recently acquired
prints and pictures. At 2:15, I will give an informal talk in the Auditorium on "Myth
and Magic in Modern Japan," in which I will discuss some of the strange beliefs and prac-
tices, unusual folklore, and little-known phases of Eastern psychology. Our facilities
will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m, Come in time for the Sunday morning lecture:
"Is Futility a Feeling or a Fact?" -- and be prepared for a pleasant day at our head-
quarters.

Most sincerely yours,

el




YOU WILL WANT THE COMPLETE SERIES OF MR. HALL'S COLLECTED WRITINGS
PUBLISHED TO DATE

VOLUME 1—EARLY WORKS

This book contains several works, written from 1922
to 1929, including “The Initiates of the Flame,” Mr.
Hall's first published book. These writings present
many of the basic ideas and ideals upon which Mr.
Hall's philosophy of life has been built.

Contents:
THE INITIATES OF THE FLAME

THIRTY-EIGHT THOUSAND MILES OF IMPRESSIONS
THE MYSTERIES OF ASIA
THE HERMETIC MARRIAGE

THE MYSTERY OF FIRE

Many interesting illustrations, including an early por-
trait of Manly P. Hall. 332 pp., gold-stamped.

VOLUME 2—SAGES AND SEERS

Essays on eight wise men of the modern world (16th
to 20th century) who made important contributions to
man’s spiritual growth. Their lives, though surrounded
by mystery, stand out as inspiring examples of mysti-
cal idealism and sincere dedication. A skillful blend-
ing of biography and philosophy.

Contents:
MICHAEL NOSTRADAMUS — FRANCIS BACON—JAKOB
BoEHME — COMTE DE ST.-GERMAIN — JoHN Co-
MENIUS — WILLIAM BLAKE — THOMAS TAYLOR —

MoHANDAS GANDHI,

Beautifully illustrated with portraits and rare pictures.
316 pp., gold-stamped.

Cloth bound
303 pages

COLLECTED WRITINGS OF MANLY P. HALL, Volume 3
"ESSAYS AND POEMS"

THE SPACE-BORN (Poems)
ATLANTIS: AN INTERPRETATION
THE SACRED MAGIC OF THE QABBALA
ZODIAKOS: THE CIRCLE OF THE HOLY ANIMALS
THE RIDDLE OF THE ROSICRUCIANS
UNIVERSAL REFORMATION OF TRAJANO BOCALINI

ESSAY ON OPERATIVE OCCULTISM

Cloth binding: $4.50 for each book
(California residents please add+4% tax)




* % % ¥ LAST CHANCE TO ORDER * * * *
Mimeographed Lectures by Manly P. Hall

Supply on the following lectures is very low:

CP

#33
#44
#48
#51
#53
#55
#58

VN

#75

#76

#17

#18

-— A THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

—— THE GREAT VOW OF KUAN YIN: The Way of Salvation in Northern Buddhism

-~ THE ALCHEMY OF HAPPINESS: The Higher Metaphysics of the Sufi Poets

—— CRIME AND THE LAW OF KARMA: The Machinery of Universal Justice

—— BUDDHA OVERCOMING THE STARS: To What Degree Can We Dominate the Effects of a Horoscope?
-— PSYCHIC MALPRACTICE: Can We Be Influenced Against Our Will?

—— TO LIVE, TO GROW, TO LOVE: The Three Gifts of the Harmonious Spirit

—— THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE NATURAL PSYCHIC POWERS WITHIN US AND AROUND US

14-16 pages, $1.25 each
Twelve lectures ordered at the same time: $12.00 (plus 4% tax in Calif.)
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NEW LECTURES BY MANLY P. HALL -- Mimeographed —- 14-16 pages each —— $1.25 a copy

—-- SURVEY OF VIETNAM: Its Religion, Its Culture, and Its Problems. (Lecture of August 1,
1965, "What has happened in the history of the Vietnam area to give us some clue to
the present confusion?"

—— THE UNIVERSAL SELF IN VEDANTA PHILOSOPHY. "For practical purposes in daily living,
let us think of the Vedanta philosophy as a means of achieving inclusiveness in the
area of appreciation and understanding.

—-- THE LESSONS WE MUST ALL LEARN FROM THE PRESSURES OF MODERN LIVING. The only possible
good that can come from pressure is the challenge it provides for personal growth. If
we can accomplish a victory over stress, we add a great deal to our inher resources.

-- ESP AND THE CONCEPT OF NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION. The present trend in science is to-
ward an exploration of the undeveloped, and for the most part unrecognized, extrasen-
sory perception in man.

-- THE PSYCHOLOGY OF LONELINESS: Never Less Alone Than When Alone., "Loneliness is not

due to nature or heaven or earth or the stars. It is due to certain convictions, atti-
tudes, and beliefs human beings have built within themselves.,"




