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Dear Friend.:

Soon after my arival in Tokyo, a Japanese friend, officiáIly pre-
sented. me with a red. hat. It is an ancient belief of the country that
it is an auspicious event when a person completes his 60th year, for
he has come to the end of the najor astronomical cycle mad.e up by com-
bining the twelve zodiacal animals with the qualities of the five ele-
ments. The. conpletion of this cycle signifies the beginning of a ner¡I

l-ife. Sone, who l-ack a proper reverence for the occasion, suggest
that the red- hat signifies the beginning of second. childhood. In any
event, the Japanese fook forward with keen anticipati-on to receiving
this festive headgear. There is a general fanily gathering, with
the d.ecorated. newl-y born member seated" in the place of honor. Friend.s
drop in to express their felicitations, and it is assumed" that cer-
tain honors and- benefits of a praeticpl nature accompany the ritual.
Once the red hat has been bestowed, the proud possessor thereof can
do no wrong. He must be catered to and ind.ulged in every t^Iay pos-

sibl-e. The young look upon him with reverence, and- the el-d.erly accept hin into the nu¡rber
of the living patriarchs. His advice is sought on all important occasions, and- it is as-
sumed that he shall be encouraged. to gratify all small- whins and. desires. He can sit in
the sun in his garden to his heartrs content, experiencing while yet alive some of the an-
cestor worship that is to be bestowed upon hin after death. Ïlhile ï hard.ly hope that my
red. hat wifl efevate me to a state of Ínfallibility, ï am reproducing herewith a little
snapshot that wil-l- ind.icate the d.istinctive shibui quality of this head.gear.

In naking reservations for my tri-p, I arranged. to be in Kyoto for the opening day of
the Gion festiva1. This festival, officially known as the Gion Matsuri, was instituted.
in the 9th century A.D. by the high priest of the
Yasaka Shrine as a petition to the god"s for rel-ief
from a terrible pestilence that was devastatíng
the region. Immediately after the first proces-
sion, the plague abated. The ceremony belongs to
the Shinto faith, and extend.s for more than a week.
The most important feature of the Gion Matsuri is
a parad-e through several- of the principal streets
of Kyoto on the morning of July f]th. For nany
d"ays, the floats to be used, in this parad.e are in
the process of d.ecoration. The floats themsefves
are preserved. from year to year, but the shrine-
cars, as they are call-ecl, are annually purified. by
an elaborate ceremony at the Shijo Bri-d.ge that
spans a river flowing through the center of the
city. After they have been d.uly purified, the fl-oats are decorated most el-aborately with
rare embroideries, brocades, tassels and- banners, and each is large enough to earry from
a d.ozen to twenty persons.

My hotel was located at the corner of Kawaramachi Dori and Oike Dorj-. It is at this
corner that the parad.e makes a sharp left turn, which presents a consid.erable engineering
problen. From a window in the hotel, I was able to watch the maneuvering of the huge



portable towers featured. in the festival. The towers are top-heavy, and. it requires a
great d"eal- of skill to prevent then from turning over. It was raining, as Ís customary
at the time of this festival, but in spite of this, more than a nil-lion persons assembled.
to watch the most impressive sight.

Although Kyoto is a city of a mi]lion and a hal-f people, with heavy traffic conges-
tion and a maze of overhead telephone and- efectric wires, the procession was so carefully
handled. that there r¡ias scarcely an interruption in the busy life of the city. ïn any
event, the Japanese woufd. never, und-er any conditions, sacrifice a festival- to efficien-
cy. The crowd-s Ì{ere ord.erly and courteous, due perhaps to the religious nature of the
occasion. The night before the parad.e, the entire Gion area was lit with countless
taper l-anterns. All the smal-l shops, cafes, restaurants, and stall-s along the street
presented" a festive appearance, and" music and singing could- be heard throughout the night.
Even now the Gion Matsuri is befieved to protect the city fron al-l- those evils that re-
sul-t fron neglect of divine concerns.

tr'rom October 5rd" through November 23tb., our library ex-
hibit will feature the works of Mr. Anatole Efinoff. We re-
member with pleasure his wonderful paintings of the rtForbid-
d.en Ci-ty" of Peking, and- now he brings us another fine series,
this one mad-e in Tahiti and other island,s of the Society
Group in 1964. These paintings are outstand.ing, not only as
exampÌes of artístic technique, but in the unusual stories
they tell of life in the South Pacific. Mr. Efinoff has a
wond.erful ability to sel-ect things of interest, unusual per-
sons and- places, and splendid landscapes that reveal- the
soul- of Tahiti and the surround.ing areas.

The Decenber art exhibit (Decenber 5-I9),rrBircl Themes in Oriental- Artrtrwill show
birds of many kinds against col-orful backgrounds of branches and- boughs. In both paint-
ing and woodblock techníque, there is a d-epth of feeling for these living creatures that
reveal-s much of the basic psychology of the Japanese people. Buddhism has nad.e them
keenly ar¡rare of the universal life and the kinship that exists between nan and the feath-
ered creatures around. hin. This is a nood exhibit, to bring peace, pleasure, ánd- insight
to the viewer.

Sonething new at our headquarters this fall is a'Workshop in the Theory and Prac-
tice of Philosophical Psychology and Analysis'r to be conducted by Dr. Henry 1,. Drake on
November 12th and- Iltih. There will be three 2f-hour sessions, in which the theory of
philosophical psychology and" analysis will be explained ând its therapeutic practicality
d.emonstrated.. This is a ner^r approach to the theory and practice of psychotherapn, d"i-
rected. toward- und"erstanding the meaning of man and asisting hin in the d.ynanic expres-
sion of hi-s full potential. Interested persons are invited to write or phone our So-
ciety for a detailed fold.er describing the lforkshop.

Thig year it has been d"ecíded to have the Fall tr'estival on the first Sund.ay in No-
vember (wov. 7th). Many fri-end.s l-ook forward" to these occasions as opportunities to
meet old. friend.s and. make ner^r ones, enjoy the delicious l-uncheon prepared" by the Hospi-
tality Committee, browse through the gift shop, with its many unusual- treasures and- beau-
tiful Christmas card,s, visit the library exhibit, and. examine the recently acquired.
prints and pictures. At 2zI5, I will give an informal talk in the Auditorium on'tMyth
and Magic in Mod.ern Japan,rr in which I wilt discuss some of the strange beliefs and prac-
tices, unusual folkl-ore, and. little-known phases of Eastern psychology. Our facil-ities
will be open from 10:00 a.n. to 4zO0 p.m. Cone in time for the Sunday norning l-ecture:trls Futil-ity a Feeling or a Fact?rr -- and be prepared, for a pleasant day at our head,-
quarters.

Most sincerely yours,

rul r



YOU WILL WAITT lHE COMPLETE SER¡ES OF MR,. HALL'9 COLT"ECTED YYR¡TINSS

PUBUSHED TO DATE

YOLUME I-EARLY WORKS
This book contains several works, written from Lg22
to L929, including "The Initiates of the Flame," Mr.
Hall's first published book. These writings present
many of the basic ideas and ideals upon which Mr.
Hall's philosophy of life has been built.

Contents:

T¡rc INrr¡arns oF THE Fra¡,rs

Tnnry-Ercnr THous¡Np Mtrss or IupnnssroNs

THn Mysrnnlns or Asm

Tun Hrn¡r,mt¡c M¡nnncp

THr Mysrnny or Frns

Many interesting illustrations, including an early por-
tra;it of. Manly P. Hall. 332 pp., gold-stamped.

YOLUIIE 2;-SAGES AND SEEIS
Essays on eight wise men of the mode¡n world (r6th
to 20th century) who made important contributions to
man's spiritual growth. Their lives, though sur¡ounded
by mystery, stand out as inspiring examples of mysti
cal idealism and sincere dedicatiõn. ,{. skillful blend-
ing of biography and philosophy.

Contents:

Mrcr¡¡pr Nosrn¡o¿rvrus - Fn¿Ncls BacoN-Jaron

Bors¡¡¡ - Co¡rtru ¡¡ Sr.-GenM/q,rN - JonN Co-

MENrus - IØ¡nnu Brarn - Tuouas Tayron -
MonaNnas GaNoru.

Beautifully illustrated with portraits and rare pictures.
316 pp., gold-stamped.

COIJ.ECTED WRffiNGS OF MANLY P. HAL[, Volume 3

''ESSAYS AND POEMS!'

THE SPACE-BORN (Poems I

ATLANTIS: AN INTERPRETATION

THE SACRED MAGIC OF THE QABBALA

ZODIAKOS: THE CIRCLE OF THE HOLY ANTMALS

THE RIDDLE OF THE ROSTCRUCIANS

UNIVERSAL REFORMATION OF TRAJANO BOCALINI

E5SAY ON OPERATIVE OCCULTISM

Cloth binding: #4.5o f.or each book

(California residents please add. /o tax)

Cloth bounil

]0J pagea



+ Jê rÊ J( IAST CHANCE T0 ORDER ,c * t€ ,ê

Mineographed Lectures by Manly P. Hall
Supply on the fottowinE l-ectures i-s very low:
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A THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION OF CAP]TAI PUNISH}{ENT

THE GREAT V01¡{ 0F ICIIAN YIN: The I'lay of Sal-vation in Northern Buddhisn

THE AICHEMY 0F HAPPïNESS: The Higher Metaphysics of the Sufi Poets

CRIME AND THE IAïI 0F KARMA: The Machinery of Universal Justice
BUDDHA OVERCOMING THE STARS: To trúhat Degree Can lle Dominate the Effects of a Horoscope?

PSYCHIC MAI,PRACTICE: Can We Be Influenced Agai-nst Our llill?
T0 LïVE, T0 GROW, T0 LOVE: The Three Gifts of the Harmonious Spirit
THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE NATURAL PSYCHIC POWERS TITTHÏN US AND AROUND US

14-l-6 pages, $1.25 each
Twel-ve l-ectures ordered. at the same tine: $12.00 (plus 4% tax in Calif.)
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NEW IECTURES BY MANLY P. HAIL -- Mineosra'phed" -- l.4-l-6 pases each -- $1.25 a copy

SURVEY OF VIETNAI4: Its Religion, Its Culture, and. Its Problens. (Lecture of August 1,
L965. rrÎühat has happened. j-n the history of the Vietnam area to give us some cl-ue to
the present confusion?'l

THE UNIVERSAT SEIF ïN VEDANTA PHIIOSOPHY. rrFor practical purposes in daily living,
l-et us think of the Vedanta philosophy as a means of achieving incl-usiveness in the
area of appreciation and und.erstand"ing.

TIIE LESSONS WE MUST Aï,L IEARN FROM THE PRESSURES 0F MODERN LIVING. The only possible
good- that can come from pressure is the challenge it provides for personal growth. If
r^re can accomplish a victory over stress, we add a great d.eal- to our inirer resources.
ESP AND THE CONCEPT 0F NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION. The present trend. in science is to-
ward- an exploration of the und.eveloped, and for the most part unrecognized., extrasen-
sory perception in man.

THE PSYCHOLOGY 0F IONEIINESS: Never T,ess Alone Than When Alone. 'rloneliness is not
due to nature or heaven or earth or the stars. It is d-ue to certain convictions, atti-
tudes, and beliefs human beings have built within themselvesorl
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