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Dear Friend:

In the spirit of the summer season, we have followed a well-established Oriental cus-
tom of displaying "cool" and "breezy" subjects. This should help our friends to rise above
smog and high temperatures. Among the woodblock items
will be an unusual group of delightful modern prints of
birds, flowers, animals, and scenery. The birds are es-
pecially charming, and the treatment of the various sub-
jects combines impressionism with skillful draftsmanship.
Among the original sketches and small paintings are many
with a slyly humorous touch., The Eastern artist always
had a wonderful sense of whimsey. He can cause animals
to express nearly all human attitudes and emotions. There
is a most intriguing painting of a rabbit, rather in the
spirit of Alice in Wonderland, and sketches of rural life
capture much of the simple dignity of the peasant at work
in his field, In the more classical vein are historic themes and wonderful old landscapes
of soaring mountains, or ships upon calm seas, As the exhibit will continue for two
months, pictures will be changed frequently, so there will always be something new to
bring pleasure to viewers.

We have two unusual collections of surimono, one belonging to the permanent collec-—
tion of the P.R.S., and the other, part of my personal collection. The material selected
for viewing in September is from the latter group. I have selected representative suri-
mono with considerable care. Most of the important artists of the Ukiyo-e School will be
included in this showing. These prints were never intended for commercial use, but were
largely prepared for members of artistic and literary clubs., The paper is exceptionally
fine, and many of the prints are heightened in gold and silver, and have a three-dimen-
sional effect through the strong embossing., Surimono often required from twenty to
twenty-five hand-cut plates, and the original editions seldom exceeded one hundred to two
hundred examples, Those interested in graphic arts, woodblock printing, and the miniature
designs for which these artists are famous, will find this collection outstanding.

By this time you have probably received a brochure outlining our "Space Program" for
1967, We hope you will give it your most favorable consideration, as our need for addi-
tional facilities is real and acute, We have a small staff, and overcrowding in all de-
partments detracts from efficiency., We look forward with great expectations to additional
space for exhibits of fine books and manuscripts and greater security for the stocks of
our own publications. We will include regular reports of this special project in future
Contributors' Bulletins,

We have recently made a photograph of an unusual item in our permanent art collection,
an outstanding example of woodcarving from Benin., This region was an independent country
until the closing years of the 19th century. Very little is known of its culture prior
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to the explorations of the Por ,uese in the late 15th century.
It is established from surviving artifacts that the Beni people,
although given to ritualistic sacrifice, were normally a good—
natured group with a superior degree of intelligence and con-
siderable artistic skill. From them have descended many remark-—
able bronze castings, and so far as is known, their attainments
in this field were unique among the African tribes. There is
evidence also that they derived much of their artistic back-
ground from the classical Egyptian culture, and their symbol-
ism includes elements traceable to mauny early civilizations,
including Near Eastern and northern European.

0f interest to us is the inherent talent of the Beni peo-
ple in carving and casting images. By degrees, Western artis-—
tic standards have been taught in this region, with the result
that the beauty and integrity of the older designs have been
sacrificed to modern conventions., In the transition period,
however, a number of interesting pieces were produced. These
were made in the early years of the present century, and the
one reproduced herewith belongs to this group. There is very
little indication of forelgn esthetic intervention. The face and head are in the spirit
of 0ld Benin, and the high collar and peculiar arrangement of the hair is distinctive of
the o0ld style favored by the royalty of Great Benin,

!

The theme of this carving is said to be derived from early legends, and is suggestive
of the Biblical account of the intention of the Patriarch Abrakam to offer his son Isaac
as a sacrifice to the Lord, The Benin patriarch holds in his arms the figure of a child,
which he is supposed to have been willing to offer as a human sacrifice. At the critical
moment, however, a divine intervention saved the life of the child by miraculous means,
but because of the patriarch's sincerity and the willingness of the child to die at the
command of the god, the community was spared and mary benefits came to the land.

This outstanding piece of African folk art is a clear revelation of the creative
skill of these people, and a good indication that in the years ahead, African art will
make a valid contribution to the field of world esthetics.

As the holiday season is nearer than you think, we might call to your attention that
we will have a small but carefully selected group of especially appropriate Christmas
cards that you can order by mail, including two that I designed. They are simple, but
unusual., May we remind you again that when you give our publicaiions and cards for Christ-—
mas, you are helping to maintain our program of activities.

By the time this letter reaches you, I will probably be in Japan (D.V. ) This time
I will fly over the Aleutlan Islands on what is regularly a non—stop fllght - although
there are exceptions. On this visit, I expect to contact some of the more recent reli-
gious movements, most of which are of international and inter-religious interest. Several
friends there are planning to cooperate in research projects, and I hope to visit a number
of centers dedicaled to the continuation of folk art enterprises, such as ceramics, weav-
ing, basketry, painting, and metal working. The importante of these crafts in releasing
modern man from the tensions of daily living, is everywhere recognized. I will be gone
for only a few weeks, and during my absence, there will be many interesting activities at
our headquarters. I will report on my adventures as soon as possible. In the meantime,
with deep appreciation and kind regards, I remain

Most sincerely yours,

Mj.//?%




+his is a straightforward and
H EALING useful book devoted to the

eternal quest for health, and
THE DNINEA_RT the secrets of the healing

art as taught by the philos-

ophers and mystics of the ages.

By Manly P. Hall
TEN FASCINATING CHAPTERS:
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The Beginnings of Metaphysical Healing
The American Indian Medicine Man
The Healing Cult of Asclepius —— Hippocrates
Healing During the Rise of the Christian Church
Modern Healing Cults
Esoteric Physiology
The Pineal Gland and the Mental Focus
Ailments Psychical and Pseudo-Psychical
The Point of Conscious Awareness; Technique of Suggestion Therapy
" Diagnosis and Treatment, Case Histories, Concluding Notes

If you believe thatl it is possible for an individual to understand the laws governing
the processes of his inner life, and by this understanding, to overcome personal causes of
mental, emotional, and physical sickness, THIS BOOK IS FOR YOU!

Many interesting illustrations —-— 341 pages —— Price: $4.00
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MAN, THE GRAND SYMBOL OF THE MYSTERIES
By Manly P. Hall
A Unique Textbook on the Occult Anatomy of the Human Body

This book covers a wide range of important and interesting re-
search, There are sections devoted to the ductless glands,
the internal construction of the brain, the mystery of the
blood, and the germination of cells. In addition to diagrams
and figures especially drawn for the book, there are plates
from rare and early works on Rosicrucianism, the Hermetic
sciences, the Cabala, anatomy, and physiology. As far as
we have been able to learn, no other work similar to this
has ever been published,

The book is well documented with references and quotations
and may be accepted without reservation as an accurate and
thorough text in its field,

The reader will gain a new understanding of the mys-
teries of his own body and how it reveals the laws

and principles operating in the spiritual and physical
worlds.

Cloth bound, 420 pages, index. Price: $5.00

(california residents please add sales tax)




"ASTROLOGICAL ESSAYS" - Four essays, gathered into onc t-
tractive booklet, in which MANLY P. HALL discusses unusual
phases of astrological thinking in relation to some of lifets

most puzzling questions, From the broad perspective provided HETHDLUEIEHL
by the concepts of karma, reincarnation, and astrology, Mr. 1

Hall guides the student to a more complete understanding of '
problems that touch the lives of most persons, at one time or

another, in this world, A most informative and thought-
provoking publication!
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Art-paper cover, 6x9, 32 pages. Price: $ .75 [MORTALITY]
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AND TO EXPLORE THE SUBJECT FURTHER —- there is Mr. Hall's ) T
booklet "ASTROLOGY AND REINCARNATION," in which he considers
Oriental theories on astrology in relation to past and fu-
ture lives, as well as "How We Make Our Own Fate."

Art-paper cover, pocket size, 45 pages. Price: $ .75

(Please add sales tax in California)
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THE MYSTICAL AND MEDICAL PHILOSOPHY
OF PARACELSUS

by Manly P. Hall

INCLUDING A REPRINT OF THE TRANSLATION OF THE PARACELSUS ESSAY ON
“NATURE SPIRITS”

The Mystical and Medical
Philosophy of Paracclsus

Paracelsus has been called “the most original medical thinker of the 16th century,”
by MANLY P. HALL

but has long been the subject of a heated controversy involving the theory and prac-

S B, W tice of the healing arts. The four parts of this booklet, which appeared in our journal

“Tne Nature Spirits" in 1958 and 1959, deal with: Universal Enecrgy, Sympathetic Forces Operating in
el g R SRt Nature, Fundamentals of Metaphysical Healing, and Invisible Creatures of the Elements.
The essay on ‘Nature Spirits,” with an Introduction by Mr. Hali, was published as a
THE PHILOSGPHICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC booklet in 1939, and was unavailable fOl' many years.
2910 Loa Feizz Brvn , im ANueLEe, Cotimasia

lustrated — 78 pages — art-paper cover — $1.50 (plus 4% sales tax)




