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Dear tr'riend.s:

In lÍterature of Esoteric Bud.d.hism mention is nad.e of an Íllusive group of manu-
scripts generally called. "l'he Scrolls of Sonoyosho". A nr¡mber of versions of
these mysterious books are known to exist, but most of tbem are hidd.en away in
libraries and. archives of tenples of Esoterlc Bucldhfsm. It is generally assr¡ned.
that the earliest examples in Japan belongeil to the Ka¡makuri Perlod and. were
prepared in the late 12th or early llth Century.

Through a very resourceful frfenit in Japan, I sought to assemble the set of ten
scrolls. ft is to be und.erstood. that these scrolls are actually books, written
on long strips of paper attached. together, and iJ.lustrated. with mrmerous rerarkable
figures and. d.iagrams. The search was not especiatly fruitf\rl until a small group
of such nanuscripts appeared on the market und.er most obseure eircurnstances. It is
reported. that the Toji Temple in Kyoto, orie of the principal sanctuaries of the
Esoteric Sects, d.isposed. some of its treasures to raise fund.s for practieal and.
inmed.iate needs. As a result, at least one set of the ten serolÌs sud.clenly beeame
available, but was c¿uickly scattered. a,nong d.ealers and. eolleetors. About two years
ago I managed. to assemble nine of these illusive manuscripts, and. Iast falI nr¡¡
Japanese friend d.l-scovered. the tenth one, so the set is now complete. W version
was transcribecL about the mid.d.le of the 1fùh Century from the old.er Kamakura scroLls,
of which f have photostatie eopies. The photostats are not really sufficient, however,
because the coloring is extremely significant.

The s¡rnrbolism set forth in the Sonoyosho Scrolls
is based. upon two lrfandaras of med.ltation paint-
ings, r,¡hich were brought frorn China by Kobo
Daishi Ín the early 9bh Century. Ítre text ls
usually earefirlly written by a priest, but the
illustrations are prepared. by trained. artists
and. are therefore most charning. The ten
scrolls give pictures and. d.escriptions in
Chinese of all the principal icons of Esoteric
Budd.hism. fhís includ.es the several meta-
physical Bud.dhas and Bod.hisattvas - the
cteities brought over from Hind.uism - and. many
that are obviously d.erived. from the I¿maism
of Tibet.
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In d.escriptlons and. pictorial representatlons, the better eoples lnclud.e the San-
skrlt spell-Ietters or monqgraûa, Lnportant ln the rltr¡ol'lstic procedures - es¡lecially
¡nantrams and invocatLons. The ecroLls average fron 20 to 30 feet ln l-ength and.
contaLn from ten to fffteen llluetrations cach. Nearly all books attemptlng to
list the Br¡dl.cthlst lmages d.epend. upon these seroLls, or copies thereof, as a source
¡rork. This inelud.es the Butsuzo Zue, the traditlonaL - íf uncanonical - llstlng,
dear to the hearts of most Budd.hfsts. The lLlustrations are nearly all based. upon
o1d. conroentaries or the nurËrous scriptures of Mtha¡rana Bud.clhism. Actually, many
of the nandaras are simply plctorial representations of the sacred books. The
Esoterie Buitd.hÍsts are transcend.entalfsts ancl actua1J.y practíce the esoteric arts
and. sciences, which have descend.ed. to then from ChÍna and more remotely from Ind.ia.

Ttre l,fanclara pietures provicle a key to the arrangement of s¡mbollcaJ, obJects on the
flat surface of an altar. RecentS-y I received a eollection of sketcbes made about
lf! years ago by a Buddhist priest. Anong these is a nost fnteresting one sboring
an altar arranged. accord.ing to the mand.ara rules, before trhlch kneel-s a priest who
ls Ínvoking a splritual beÍng. It looks as thot¡gh the spirlt ls that of e Shlnto
Ka,mf or natr.¡re d.eity. The information four¡d. ln tbe Sonoyosho Scroll-s lnclud.es the
rites for causing rain or the protectlon of tbe nation fron pJ.agues, d,rougbte and.
other naturaL clisasters. The subject ls a very faecinatlng one and many of the
rituals are stlll in use. The Shingon I'fasters a:re as succcsefi¡L ln causlng rain as
the hrebLo lr¡d.ians in the American Southr¡est. The neans enployed. are subJect to
ruany d.ebates and. d.isputcs, but the end.s attalnect are undenfable.

Anong recent glfbs to the Llbrary is a very hand.-
some l*fasonlc Collar, probably one of E\ropean orlgin.
It ras purchased. in Italy ¡narÌy years ago by tbe
frlenct vho d.onated. it to our coLleetlon. European
l4asonry has ahrays been lncllnecl to rather ornate
regalla, a¡rl several famous collare and. aprons
were embrold.ered. by meribers of lradies lb,sonic
Ar¡ciliaries. A fa,mous enample is the apron especl-
al-ly d.esigned. for George T{ashington by l,tadane
Iafayette and. presentetl. to the General- in 1f8h.
It was ¿lso customary at th¿t tlme for al-l the
members of a Lod.ge, or belonging to one of the
Scottish RÍte Degrees, to have their orrn personal
regalla. This has been largely d.Íscontinued. ln
AnerÍean Lodges.

Ttre collar represented. here bears the symboLism of
the Rose Croii, the l8o of the Scottlsh Rite. The
bacþrorrnd is a red. grosgrain silk rlbbon, anil the
coll-ar ls lined in black. Orna.nentations are worked
in gold. braid. and gold. thread couehed. onto the sllk,
and. the d.esign is f\¡rther heightened. rrith snali- gold
sequins. The principal thene ls a mother pelican,

rho has wound.ed. her own breast v'ith her beak, Ln ord.er to provide food. for her three
young birctlings. The number of the snal-l bird.s d.iffers in rrarious representations
of the theme. In thls case three are shonn, but in the penclant suspendlecl from the
9ollar, five smaLl bird.Lings are cleplcted.. Rlsing ln the bacþround and. twining up
the sid.es of the colLar are roses antl sprigs of acacia. Ttre pend.ant franes the
pelican with the points of a partly opened compass.
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tlrc petl.can 1r ottc¡ r-¡tfaccil by a btrú of r¡ncerüaln specieg and. lt is now believcd.
t,ürot a phoenlx nr tnten¡lcil. the ßose Croi¡r syobol. rith the exeeptl.on of tbe o¡ien
coq,assea, 1¡ for¡¡ô on æny Cb¡:l¡tían rclf.glous nontrænts end. nay occur on thc
ve¡tments oî tl:c CLægy. tlerc are sclreral interpretations of the s¡mboI. Ít¡e
blrd nsurfshing lts young rtth lts ør¡ bl.ood suggests the l{egsíanlc q¡stery, and.
the savlng bLooct ofÌ Chriet . The birrt ts aLso a sun s¡mbol. t'lre ra¡n of the sun are
fts ltfe bl-ood, by'rhich Lt protectrs and. restoree a3.J. Itving creatures upon tbe
earth. 'l{hen three sn¿l.L blrd.s are so nourlshed, the eahration of the three rorlds
1s fuupl.led., and. al¡lo the redenption of the tb¡ee ¡nrts of ¡¡¿n - spl.rlt, soul and.
boôy. Tbe flve birds can nepresent the ftve elements through rhich unlversaL energ:y
1s dlstrlbuted. th¡cnrghout the nturdane creation. Ihe five BenBeB of æn rhtch m¡sü
be recleemed by a dll.vlne grace are eerA,ainly associated. rlth the cleeJ.gn. OceaslonaLly
lreven bfrdllngs are shorn. they represent pS.anets nbich tlerive thcfr l1fe frm tbc
hrcbarfsttc !ffatcry of tbe goLå,r light. tlrey are aLeo the seven b¿se cl€mânts of
alcheryr:rhlch are traneuuted in the pre¡nretLon of the philosopbcr's stonê and. the
wriverga1 nedlcine. fn lle¡:netic pbilorôpby the ¡rcLican ls the naæ glvcn to a
curlousl.y sh¿peal glats vesse1 useô 1n tbe dfstllletl.on of the Eemctlc eLlxir, Hor
the symbolism paeeed. lnto Frccnasonr¡r is sou¡æhat obscure, but probably occrured. fn
hench or (þrmen lrodgcs.

Ítrc Rose Croix Degree suggests the Rosicrucians, the lrffstic Chcnlrt¡ of the 17th
Century. Ttreir rorc $as the rose of Sharon, refcmcd. to in the Btble, and, thc ðe-
sf.gn favored by tbe earLy fraternlty ú¿B at Least partly lnsplrcô by thc ercst of
Vø;ttLn Luther. Ítrls is a spJ.enlid. e:ra4ú.e of tbe elaborate inslgnla of the 18th
and early 19bh Century, and. rriLl, be adtted to our collectlon of !åsonLc and. Rostenr-
cian antigues.

Durlng the nonth of llay ve lnaÅ. the privil-ege of presenting at Hcad,quarters-the
rtdely acclafned. ftlrds of I'fr, T-,er Ayres. The series entitled. "Altars of tt¡e East"
1s a sympathetic presentatÍon of the religions of Asia, fncld.ing llinôuism, Btrdd.ttf.sm,
Taoism, ZoroastrLanlÉm, Moslemign and Jr¡d.alsm. lbe series is d.ivld.ed into flve
sections¡ &nð ln fulI-color motlon picturee rittr sound. track. As a special gesüure
of friend,shlp, I'f . A¡rres appeareð personally ritb each of his filns. It flas a
spJ-end.ld opportunlty for neny persons to ritness unusu¿l- religious rltes and. cere-
monl.es, listen to the sacred. music of nany Nations, and visit the sanctuaries of
OrienteL Faithe. ffe feel thet these fi1ns nalce a rea]. contribution to East-ffest
unrterstand,ing, and. re d.eepJ.y appreciate lfr. A¡¡res generous asslsta,nce, r?rich con-
trlbuted. so mreh to the success of the event.

I{e hope to }rave some very specfal news for you in our next letter, and. in the nean-
tíme re lnvite those J-lutng in the tos Angeles area to take advantage of our actlvl-
tfes, ettend. the Erhlbits in our Library, nake use of our read.lng facilities ard,
watcb our ôaiJ.y progsess, r?rich tbey have d.one so much to nalre posslbLe. Î[lth yorr
continued. assistance, rre can serve the splrÍtual needs of the comunity ever ¡nore
effective1y.

:;ä:
sincerely ,

,/11,44¿ //
1'&n1y P, HaIl
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