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the llnrverEal Game of Chess

Iþar Frlends:

îe are i,ndebtcô to lton¡e Er¡¡Ley for thc follorlng quotation,
lhtch oecûa arrfftctentþ tuportant to be gl.ven thougbtftrl atteãtion. Ee óonpares u¡lfs dangeroru Jorn:oey f¡ tlrfc ¡orLd to e grrc of ahess as follor¡¡

rSu¡ryroce lt rere pcrfeotþ certeln th¡t the 1l.fe and fortrne of
erferï one of ur ¡ould, onc day or otþor, depend rryon hfu rfnnfrg or Locfng agele at ohcs8. Doûrt you tht¡l th¿t re ghor¡ld r11 6s¡¡i{sr tt ã prtnar¡¡ ilutyto Learn et lca¡t tbe n¡nes s.nd mvee of the pLeoeal to hs,ve e nolio¡ oi' gü;blt, and a kcen rye for all the !Êena of gi.vhg and gctt{ng out of obeek?-
Do you not tht¡k that rc ¡horrlil J.ook, rlth a ¿isagrroUatfoñ aæuntfng to aoorrr,
upon tbo f¡ther rho a]'lcetl hte Eonr or the strtc rhfah alLored Lta ieúcee,to gror up rlthout hrl¡g a perrr fron a hlgbt?

rÏet lt ls a very pLatn end olæ¡tary tnrth tb¡t tbc life, thc
fortrme, anû tbe ba¡rylneae of every onc of uc, e¡d, æro or lcea, of thó¡c
rho a¡e eon¡eoted rft'h w, do depend, ulron our billng oolethlng ðf t¡e n¡Le¡
ol^s gane tnffatteþ æro altfflarrlt and eoqil,l.aeted t¡e¡ ahesgl It t¡ e g¡ls
:Pul hre_be€n Playe¿ for rmtold ages, over1r ¡¡¡t ¡qd rcËan of ræ belng oaã ofthe tlo plryero ln a gare of hls or her oru. the ahe'se-board lE the är1ô,thc pleees ere thc phenorene of tbe unl.yerea, tJ¡e rrrles of the gene orc thätle oall tbe lare of a¡tu¡e.. Ibo plrycr æ thc other sl.de ls ntA¿en fro! ug.
Ue loor that hl¡ pLey ts alraye fal¡, Jr¡st, anô pettent. But al¡o re hw to
our Eost that hc ncver overLooke a nfetakc, or ule¡ tbc sr¡Lleot allo¡a¡aefor fgnoranoc. 1o tbe un rbo playa rel.l the higbeet st¡kes are petd rttJrth¡t eort of overfllortng gcncroelty rlth rhlob the etrong shor deltgbt tn
etrcngth. And one úo plays tLL fs ohealo¿ted-rlthout hsste tut rtt¡out
ruorge. r

It ror¡ld appeet to be qutte reeson¡bl,e tb¡t those rho g{ve thetr
lLves to the sdTa¡rcenopt, of eal€ûtlfto loml,cilge ehou].il cone to tbc aa¡c
geoeral aonoLr¡¡loa ee tboee of trrrLey. I1 c¡cct aef.ence¡ crlct tn thts rorJ.d,
rc nut esaut th¡t as l¡rdtytdu¡lr re oe¡Dot arold 1¡6 r¡['J.loatl,me. Evc¡r thå
thoughtful L¡/tt¡ Ls arare tbÂt tho 1¡r of 'aar¡sc ar¡d, cffect openate¡ fn hr¡nn
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effalrs. If there l.¡ a naater plan dlreatt.g hrn¡¡ couôuot, the acarcb for
thla pJ.an n¡¡t bc the ffrst Lebor of leantng. thero fs nrch to bor, but
educatl.on ahoulil tcach ftrat thtngs ff,rat. In the lact trenty-fl,ve yeara re
heve beeonc lncreaelagly coaecf,or¡¡ of or¡r placc f¡ a rell-ordcred r¡nl.verac.
le are aleo bcglnnlng to Lca¡o th¿t as {ndlyl{¡¿}8, vetlf fer of na arê leaillng
rel..l-ordered llvee. The l¡dtvtilu¿1, hao J.ong cæeldcred htnself to bc a rml.que
creatr¡re rfth tJre rtght to llve ao be pleasca, regarùLees of oon¡€qu€nocs.
.Arouil tbÍo aonsept he has creetcd phlJ.oaophl.ce, eoaf.ologfco, and ptttotns of
anbitloa rhtch h¡vc Llttlc or no formdetton tn rcelftf.es, tnrthe on faot¡.
Concfdcrlag hl¡nglf to be rlord of alL he aurryrrt hê ha¡ tr{.ed vafnly to
tra¡sfom hle cnvhænt to Jr¡sttfy hf.c pers@¿l anbtttons. As a rcsult he
nor erists l¡ en age of æf{ctl.ce, e¡¡d lc r€s¡tl¡g Lls sceroh fon tilmre vcrtrr
scourltfee rhloh he hs¡ r¡eJeatcd for ocnturl.ca.

1o JusttfY hia ao¡duot thc hunr¡ bcr'rs agsGrbLcd a¡ lalrta¡te stn¡a-
ture of ntcrl¡Ll.rtla cpeenJ.atfø¡¡ trc b¡s trlcd to provc th¡t realth brlrye
aeourlty, a¡d tbat t¡rlr¡otrt¡l crpe¡¡sl@ Le progreee. Bellgfon bes bccoúo a
paeelve .11c9Í¡¡cc to thcologfoal doot¡'l¡es, alral nany felthc have beaone
p¡rty to ar¡oh attl.tudee. lbo Dtvt¡c lhlvcroc rcvcaled to ranHnô by thc
great te¡aher¡ of tbe pagt h¡¡ fadcô era¡r, lcavlng m.ly an lnft¡rltc e4ta¡sc
of p\yetoal space úleh rllt ü.ttfDtc\y bc cæquened by fngedou¡l.y ilcvtscô
roolsts. lloet of us hrye bcoo 1¡feoted to sqe ôcgrec by eaf.cnce flctlon
rblch n¡Ies orn ilatþ lives m lntene¡t{ñBr but not neoesse¡rlly rore Eatr-
lngful. It ¡ou,lit seo tb¡t tbc n¡tlre latclltgcnce rlth rlrtoh re h¡ve been
codo¡¡d ehord.il ln¡plre u¡ to explorc th€ tnflntte potenrtteL rltJltn ourscly€a.

trurley Le alao orsalltcd rltb enotJ¡er oft-çrotcil rcnarl to tbc cffeot
th¡t re lr¡st ¡drl.t lnÁtytù¡a1 nnd oolleotf.ve Lgnoranoc rntll to cr¡¡ ôefl¡c and
rnôeretanô, clearþ and e¡aotl¡ the naturcs of consalouonest, lntclLlgenoe,
anô foroc. 1o Llvc co¡¡tantly l¡ e¡¡ooiatton rlth tJreac r¡nf,vcra¡l prlnolplea
rlthout strtrtng ea:lneetly to f¡thor thslr ryetcrLea ls a ¡crl.ou¡ nf.stele.
Soæ have eeernÊal th¡t the ntn¡l of n¡¡ la lncapablc of ilcallng rlt'h thege ln-
ponderablos, and th¡t re nr¡¡t aLl, be eatLsfl.eal rtth a Lî"(l of relativc hc-
lerlge relrtr.g to eccondaqy con¡ldcratlols. It ts tbe propcr end of ¡eletlvc
hwleilge to rcvceL sylrbol1eaU,V tbose dtvlac ¡ntnotples fr@ thloh tt 1s
surpended. Greation ls r ao¡tl¡ual, revelatlon of oosnio purÍtosesr ¡lena¡dtng
rore and, nore fnslght tf ¡r¡¡vlvel la to bc assr¡ted.

lbe orhess pleyer ts natohlag hlg sklll agelast another, Dlre pfir
flelent thâD hl¡gelf. One of the basla ruleE of chege 1s thet one ehoulal
never eeLeat an adversarìtr rhm he aan ea¡l\y defeet.. If be doep ao, hie our
gano rl1l deter:lorete. It ls not rlec to fnagtne tJ¡at tD tJrc gane of llfe tbe
other player l,s Lnadequate. In tbÊ J.arger sense re h¡ve haô a tendcnoy to
doragrade uol.vcrsaL lar. It te e¡aet rhen c¡actLtr¡dc serres our Pulpoec end
riddLeil rlth e¡septloo rhen e¡aotltr¡{ee a¡c f.noonvenl,errt.

Gl¡ese ls probably tbe noet sclêntlflc of aLJ. ganee. 1o cheat at
ehese ie practiaally llpoealble, anô evety noYe nr¡st be nedc rltb e1l poeelble
thoughtfulaeca. l1re garoe n¡y be Lost Ln the flrot ten novear but nay ltrger
on for tto hr¡ndred rhl,l,e the pLayer le etteqlttng to overc@e the coneequenaes
of ble orn nLstetres. Haste Ls ¡lnost alraya fatal., anil aharpl.oneh{p ga¡lcs oan
Last for sevcrel, da¡rc. lbe ekl.Llfi¡l player uust e¡tlal.pate the Lorg range
lntentlong of hl.e edveraar¡r a¡d at the sele tlne ôevelop hla om etrategy rlth
scleûrtlflo oe¡e. The rcgu1, el¡lefi)rs of l¡dLa beô courtyarals latal out llke a



cheEsboaldr and the varlor¡s pleces rere actual persons rho noved about acGor-
dlag to the cormands of the tro players. General,J.y consl.dered a gane of var,
cheEE fs actual.þ a game of strategy based upon ancfent cosßological. and, net-
aphyelcal ooncepte. It ls fnterectlng that the Queen ls the nost fn¡lortant
pl.eoe, vhereaE the Klng is per:nitted oaly ¡est Unlted. noves. there are nag-
nlfl.oent oJ.d, Jade and ivory oheeg sets for the r¡ge of Chlnese noblllty and the
gane took on laolat and Confucian mrall.Bns. lherever the gane ras pla¡red, lt
rae regarded as a va}¡¡bLe nental ererclse, denandlng lntense concentratton.

lbese especte have contrlbuted to the hlgh eeteen ln rhl.oh chese le
held, also renlndfng the players of the lmrtable proccsses of nature and
tbe equalþ preeiee fi¡natl.onfng of the dlaclplined hr¡na¡ Dlnd, the pæeent
generatl.on f.s eufferlng fron the consequsnoes of chort range tbtnlC.ng. lbe
good, oheee player Devêr loses sight of tJre grantl etratcgy of bl,s genè. Ite
pLans for thc futurer r¡sl'g everJ¡ &'a¡la at'hle d,lspoeal to thrar-t the obsta-
cles set up by his opponent. the oourlre of Ilfe neyer runs anoothly and Just
rhen it seenn thet re are attalnl,ng orrr goal, thc Ktr¡g l.e oheoked or ¡nated.
fbe .Klng nay be Llkcned to reaeon and the Qr¡een to f¡tuttlon rhl,ch has no !'e-
strl.etloas ulton lts novenents. llre Blshop ia relfgloar and the Knfght., ecf.enee,
rlth lte crratlo but ertrenely prerfirl patter.n of noves. llre Castle la the
pbyeieal bo<ly anil the rcrtal envtro¡oe¡¡t tn Élob nan eristg. The Parn¡ a¡e
tbe clgbt poters of the eouJ. provldtng tbe Soldl.ere, rboae firet duty f.c to
protect the latcgrlty of tr¡s f,{ngo Bookg bave been rrlttæ on the phllosop\y
of ohees rhlab ls truly the gane'of Llfe.

lbe posslbility of rfnntng r gane of ohese accidentally fs praotl-
caLþ nll-, and aa Eurley polnts out, thl.e ls equal,Jy tn¡e tn Ean,ts reLatl.on-
shtp rlth the Lerger rnlvèree to rhiah be belonge. It ts nor beconirg obvf.or¡s
that p\yelcaL ou¡vlveL has lte n¡les and tJreee nust be na¡tered first before
the gane can be roa. lIre prevafl{ng etelenate tn rorüal affaf.rs reveal-s en
elæst tnl.vereaL f.gnoranae çnd a Eore ot Lsss regol,ute deter:nlna'blou to lnr-
petuate thlo tgnoranoe at all eosts. the lnvlsLblc pl.ayer ls real\y orrr best
frlcndr and every nove tb¡t he nalee lnvltee us to strengthen out orn poeitf.on.
It Ls trsel,ess to beoone angqf and sreep the oheesn€n fron tbe board, a¡d lt f¡
even ¡¡É,re unreaListlo to eaaune tbÀt tho o¡ponent ia rll.ehonest. l1re rcaL
Pì¡qlrose of the gane le tb¡t re sha'Il beoone t¡rüJr gclf-eufficf.eat ¡¡d able to
aitJust rlsely and gracloueLy rlth the etemaL pJ.an for orr eeLvatf.on. lfq one
aan be naðe a good oheea player by ¿n act of oongxqeaa or by nf.raoulor¡s l¡te¡-
ceggl.on. l5rese contrLvancee have no rccning. Erancf.s Baoon gl@d qp our
bountlea ôuty: iKeep the nrLec and llve, break the rr¡lea and per{.eh.t Áqy
good oheso player aecepts lord Baconts dlotrnr etrd lt rcrrLil be noat helpfuL
tf thts beeane a gul.d{ng J.lght for r¡s alL l¡ tbe ycare tbat lfe abead.*W ,
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IN THESE DAYS A THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE DEEPER MEANING
OF LIFE, THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE MIND BY REGULAR STUDY, AND THE
ENRICHMENT OF THE HEART TTIROUGH A BROADENING OF UNDER,STAND-
ING IS DEFINITELY INDICATED. MOSTOF OUR STUDY GROUPS HAVE SMALL
soclal, AcTrvITms, AND COMBINE SERTOUS WORK WrTH THE PLEASURES
OF C1OOD COMPANTY. WHY NOT SEND FOR OUR STUDY GROUP PROGRAM
OUTLINE. MAKE C,OOD USE OF LEISURE.


